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EVENTUALLY... TRE POISONOUKE CREATURE 4 

ig 1 CANNCT LIFT MY PEAR... PAR ENCUEM, TO SEE 
Ce ee THE GRADUALLY DEEPENING HOLE: ,/N WY CHEST. 


Ya 4 Sy : 4 : 
eS (UY CONGLIOUSNESS... 18 NOT CENTERED... IN IY BRAUN. ANE 
pate L COMP SURUIWE... FOR A WHILE... : Ss 
WHOA A HEAR... 


THROUGHOUT», THE LONG... PARALYZEP WN. MY HNP 4 R FEAR WELLS UIP 
IS CAUGHT, .1N A GAUZE... OF CEBERMAT, é e INSIDE (NE... ANP 
L SEE A EANDSCAPE, .. W AARP EDGES, s Be § \ AGHIN....I CAtL ++ 
HAVE ERODED... (NTO Hi > AND STARING f ‘ 4 MY LOVERS NAME.» e 
FORMS. Ki, 


THERE Is A BRIE ; me 
PICTURE... ABBY AT PESO CANINE, A CMD 
TLE HER SLEEPING... THE IMAGE DESSOLYES... MELTING INFO THE 
WHEN 2 COME HERE... 7O f 3 : SILENCE... THAT ENGULES OE... 
THE PLACE... OF MY ; : 


(ise re ons er 


IW THE DISTANCE I 
HEAR SOMEONE, ..A 
AIAN... CRASHING 
THROUGH THE TWILIGHE.. 


HE SHOUTS..." WHY DON'T 
YOU LEAVE ME RLONE?. , 
HIS VOICE FRIGHTENED, 


WOH THE FIRST 
LIGHT OF DAWN... 


ABA... 


mee 


ANC THEN I 
TELL HER... WHAT 
2 ALAN (O22... 


a 
CONTINUED ON 2 NP PAGE FOLLOWING 


How MANY BRIGHT ORES 
Iban ely vou « 


AROUND THE yy 
~ -OREO® COOKIE CLOCK. 
WISE, START WITH THE. 
CIRCLED LETTER’ U WRITE 
DOWN EVERY THIRD LETTER. 
ON THE DoTTED LINES. © 
TIMES AROUND THE OR 
SHCULD GIVE YOU 6 BRISH 
IDEAS FOR ENJOYING 
ONE AND ONLY CRE 
CRUNCHY, CHOCOLATE 
COOKIE SENSATION. 
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OPEICER BERNHARDT: 


ve $0) LIKE; I DUNNO \/ FIRET Z HEARD OF IT 
WAG WIDOW MOREL TELLIN’ 
YACHNMAL B08 


"ED OVERHEARD WIDOW MOREL 'S STORY, AN’ [7 
SEEMED TO REEF Hh, T AGKED WHY AN'HE EAD 
SOMETHIN Legale WAOS GOIN’ JWISSIN' IN, 


THAT. STORY... HOW GOVE 
AN WE HADDA Ss Hey 


WALLACE MQWROE- 


‘peneneee YESTERDAY MORNING, 


HERE FROM 
ines INA ATER DRIVING 
| OVERMGHT? YOU WERE HOT AND ¢ 
“NCOMPORTABLE. THE BABY WAS |= ARBUED { 
ARCHING, 80 1 WAS ACCIDENTALLY 
HOLDING MY WL ALE 
WHEN I SHOWED THE 
BUM, 


WOMAN Was PURINE 74 
Coe” 


"7 WANT JO HOD. YOU, I 
WANT TO MAKE ERTHING 
AiL RIGHT, BUT 10 LEGG WON'T 
CET ME. THEY JUST KEEP 
BACKING AWRY FROM Hou, 


| / DID You SAY:..4 
DRUNKARD WAS 
: MISSING 7 


WUKE,RCE 
i, WOKEPACE 


WOKEPACE 


" WHERE? 
WHERE HAD 
THEY GOT THAT 
WOME FROM? 

THATS. WHAT 
THE CHILDREN 
WN FEMME IE - 
YAMA HAD 
CHANTED... 
BY THAT WAS 
HUNDREDS OF 
WUES AWAY! 


"ON THE WAY 
BACK 1 SAW 
SOME CHILDREN 
PLAING IN A 
VACANT LOT THEY 


“GACK AT THE MOTEL £ UST 

PACED AROUND OR SAT STARING. 

I MUST HAVE LOOKED 
Le 


"WAS THERE. 
SOMETHING ?- 
SOMETHING THAT CAME OUT OF 
THE DUMPS (NN PENNSYLVANIA AND 
KILLED DERELICTS? SOMETHING 
THAT HAD FOLLOWED U8 HERE? 


“DUSK WAS FALLING. I TOAD YOU I 


NEEDED TO GO FOR A WALK ANP JOU SHIP 7O 
GET SOME MORE /HILK ON THE WAY BACK. 


ANO THAT SOMEHOW 

/T WAS THE COMPANY S SOME 
FAULT... PALLT; Ios 8 aCe 
EVEN. I HAD 70 HIND HM. DECIDED TO 


IRCH THE 


t, SEAL 
T HAD TO 2A SOMETHING... SWANS, 7 


a AE |Z WANDERED ARCUND FOR HOURS, GROWING [lume y ing, 
° | HORE FRIGHTENED AND DESPERATE WH = oi EE ttt Al 
EACH CRACK OF A BRANCH OR NEAREY g 7 ee : g 
SCRABRLING. Ve, LZZBz / 
ia & Zi 


"ATONEPOINT, I BECAME 
QL CONVINCED THAT SOMETHING 
Bal LURKED NEARBY, LISTENING 
70 MY EVERY BREATH, 


“2 YELLED AT THE 
EMPTY SHACONS..." 


Ue ZZ 


“THERE WAS NWO REFEY, I CRASHED 
THROUGH THE UNDERGROWTH ANO EVENTUALLY 
(OUND IY WAY OCT ONTO A ROAD, 


" THE NOTE SAID 
EIGHT THIRTY. THO HOURS BEFORE, 


"MY STOMACH FELT LIKE LEAD. YOU WERE 
PREGNANT, OF OW YOUR OWN INA STRANGE 


| “2 NEIER 110 30 EXACTLY WHAT Eg 
THE COMPANY LUO. TD BEEN. 


AO /R 
HAD LED ME TO 7s, 


£ ag Medhy pipe fas” 
ABOUT | 


Feo 


CALLING O/7 DEAD OTHER. pres WN 


WHEN I 0 GIVEN UP HOPE... 


“WE TRUDGED THROUGH THE. seul US ONT Fine JGY We 
SWAMES, THENE 
(MORVING, INO TEN Pele 


“OWE OF THE HEN FOUN SOME 
PRICHES OF GRASS, LLIMINOUS. 
ANE CONTAOUNATED: ANE ALTER 
THAT THEY DION T LAUGH AT AY 
STORY SO Mich, 


“ JUST FOR A MOMENT 
I WAS SO HAGEL, 


“PLEASE DOW? SOG 
ROME LIKE THAR: 


"Z CAN NO 
LONGER 
BEAR THE 
SIGHT OF 
YOUR EVES. 


“I TURN, ANC 
2 BEGIN 


KNOWING ALREADY THAT I 
SHALL NEVER STOP.” 


\ puxPiitliy 
Vee 


Ze fo 
Ziff corer vim ur 
Za, HE'6 A TERRIBLE 


SGHT,,. 


ASK ME, IT'S THAT FELLA FROM AEKSIZIAN AT THE 
BOTTOM OF THIS. DID YOU AGAR? HE RAN OFF AN’ LEFT 
HIS HAE! POOR GIRL'S IN AASATAL NOW. 


Z SUSPECTED HIM } 
A FROM THE START... 


WHAT'S HE INA B46 FOR, ANYWAY? IT'S NOT AS IF 
HE HAD ANY AZMENZS OR DISEASES / 


I ALWAYS WWGE7EP HE 
KEPT HIMSELF CLEAN T 
KEEP A VERY CLEA HOUSE, 
AN! X0U CAN ASK AMENE. 


(Sitcinrs 
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FIRST THAT BOTHER 
OUTSIDE THE S7ARE, 
THEN THAT BUSINESS 
WITH BULLY MATCHES... 


NOW MY BAR'S GONE. ALTHOUGH, 
YOU UNDERSTAND, HE WAS JusT MY 
TEVAWT, A PAYG TENANT... WHAT- 

EVER THOSE OLD SPINSTERS SAY... 
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AWAY 


Ww 


“2. GUESS /T WAS STUPID OF WE JO LOOK FOR SOL If) THERE, IVE 
WEE HAD ANY SENSE OF CIRECTION. 


POTS A 
“7 DON'T KNOW WHAT 7D 
20, THEN I SAID “WELL, 
WHAT WOULD JESUS 
CHRIaT HAVE DOWE ? 


"2 AUT MY COAT WER Hit, 
441? DOWN ANP TRIE? 
70 KEEP HIM WARM. 


HE HAC A SKIN 
WW SUZEASE,., HB SKU 


fae 


“ GU/P THAT'S WHAT CHT mLAaHiT, /EN'T IF? 


78 LOVE THE MLORBLE ? 


“BEFORE I WENT IO SLEEP, I SHID A PRAYER FOR N DAYLIGHT, IT WAS EASY TO FIND IY WAY OUT OF (HE 
HM, OUT LOUD. VAM 


YES... HE WAS 
(22, WALLACE, _ 
is? 


G)/ WuH-WHAT'S WRONG 
ated WITH EVERYBODY 7 I 
HAVEN'T DONE 


| TREAGURE.. EVERY: 
THING'S OKAY, 
WE'LL FIND A 


Only one hero can see the evil 
40 Hawkman save us all? 


Four issues of 
dark suispens 


From DC a 
Wher (sn a 


GILLY HATCHER: 


REALLY HAPPENED, 

AN’ YOU CAN CUT mY 

BLEEDIN‘ HEART OUT 
iF T TELA LIE... 


“THATS 


WHAT 


CAVE ME THE 
PEA FOR FHS. 


\ANIMIAY, LATER, WHEN WE WAS 
PLAYIN,,, YOU WERE THERE, PINTO... 
WS BABY GLY COMES UP AN’ 
yom | STARIS SRALITIN' AT US. 
pencanid 


LATER, UKE BERNHAROZ 
BROTHER TOLD ME THE REST... 


THIS MAVROE, THE CKRZY BUY, 
HE LEFT TOWN. IT'S BECAUSE HIS AVAE 
WENT OUT WITH AQAEAAAE, Y'KNOW, 
IN THE M@ARS, AN’ NOW SHE'S 

GONNA HAVE A SoREWED- UP 


BABY. f 
fF #34 NUKEFACE, THERE (N THE SWAMPS, 
gh Yi HE WAS 2G92.. 
SS BUT Joey 
BERNHARDT SAYS 
‘ HIS BROTHER AIN'T 


FOUND THE Bary 


“RST THING YESTERGAY MORNING, RIGHT, | 
22 BEEN FISHIN CUT IN THE SWAMRS, I \ 
SEES THIS COX... 


. "I WAKE FROM CONFUSED OREAINS IV WHICH I HEAR YOU: 
ABBY CABLE CALL NY NAME FROM PAR AWAY. 


"BESIDE ME, THERE IS ONLY AN EMPTY. 
SPACE AND THAT FAINT HOSS - 
FRAGRANCE THAT YOU LEAVE 

BEHIND YOU, 


“YOU MUST HAVE 
GONE WALKING AT 
DAWN, NOT 
WANTING TO 
WAKE (ME, 


"DURING THE AFTERNOON, AT ELYS/UM LAWNS, TOMMY SHONS ME 
ONE OF THE SCREEN -PRINT PICTURES HE'S HELPED WITH. 


“TOMMY'S NON- VERBAL . 
HE STANDS THERE SMILING 
ANP NODDING WHILE I 
LOOK AT THE PICTURE... 


"2. ANOL CAN SEE YOU! le 


eS a KERS Jb CANDY2< 


al 


IVE HEARD OF 
(fq BIG FRUIT TASTE, 
BUT THIS IS 
RIDICULOUS ! 


" THE MAGE VANISHES, SD Bia Ae Pe ARIE, Foe A rian oo TN 
A READ SACRE ODT FO HE SHORE, RG 
ECAR I NE FRE. 


“ ALL THE REST OF THE 
DAY I WORRY, ANC LEAVE 
4 HALE-HOUR CARLY. 


“AN HOUR LATER , 
LAND YOU. 


IT'S OUST AALINE 
APRRT/ YOU WON'T 
HAVE A BODY TO 


ALEC, SAY 
SOMETHING. . - 


DUKE: 
YY 
Yip 


i, 


Cid 
” MUSTA BIN 
» SOVIE KINDA 


I ‘MEMBER, IT'D 
JUST FOUND THAT 2) 
BIG MUD: PUCOLE 


* THEY O BCKUED THE STUFF! 
BURIED (7 UNCER JHE UP 
WHERE I COULDN'T GEF JOT! 


"WE WAS GOWNA HELP ME DIGIT 
WP, BUT THEN HE TUT LAY THERE... 


e ES 


"17 WAS ALNVE.. SOMETIMES I KNEW I WAS IN a za 
THE SWAY? THERE, BLlT SOMETIMES I 7THOMBHT "ZW 1B IN HE SWANS’ TEV OUT THERE, ANS 


igen ig SI: 
GEE... GEE, THAT WAS, 
5 ¥'KNOW..- 


6) 


WELL, NO SENSE SITTIN’ ROUND 
MOPIN’ GOTTA FINDME SOME 
MORE S7XSY, THERE'S GOT? 
BE SOE home OF IT OUT THERE 
SOUELME, . J 


CROSS SWORDS WITH CHAMPIONS! 
enter thelost aorldoF “~~ 
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' f OF than Vernon w 
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Glenna Orton, Parowan. Utah probably." ' - ‘nuclear facilit; 


ia Yd light this Ud carry r. 
: d see a flash of light, it'd 
Well, just within a block of my home there's Wil- a First you o Hash eter theblet- and ‘ale for 
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Roma Lun 1. They tel 


_kemia, and my sister across the way there. she 
1," MePhersotissast.c07~~- js; cata neet 
ao tea tie, hasitnow. 
Yankee says they'll know if. 


Irma Thomas, St.George. aa Bay. fave fe tela 


< roup of 68 who | 
«The ones who died got off easy. t's the ones whraup of © 


Verla's dad, and Paul Stewart. and Dan 


_ ee : lived that have ithard. sof 98 who had had 
Ye, gd my husband ine Bradshaw. Hiko, New. Gy, teary a Venda McKtney, Holbrook Adeetodiaa 

=; system. ge) veveras minared thousand gallons we 

that they didn’t at first sirens ecu OB : ot Dr Balk anid hore we 


reitcamefrom. ‘They art designed to cover the whole Mf |hazardous wastes were dumped there i pe 
im tenets et NO ILLNESS FOUND” 
24, ho: ---twoofmy brothers, my father, and my son... Ted by Coser ad oper 4 
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ae the highest Ex . ‘want to because I'd read about, 

fied fast Guniguintedina es Lois Blood, Cedar City, Utah gt oe iroshima. But the principal told me 1 had oh 


Ba sajd that the so 


1 was @ teacher in Panguitch in ‘51 when eS, 


have re — 5. ——~ «uuu swenny wn? OS 


Later he died of cancer. So did three of x 
y serious situation develops ae = ¢ of my stu-ven ca 
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0 Elmer Pickett, St:George,Utah — @X-' es announced indivi 

as born — . © — plairied tne sruauon trom Yankee's ‘came out this week. The de; 

emergency drill at Yankee, Siewpoint. Tent reported last week that the > 

van actual alert two months "Quer options are limited. What we BL} «1—~" wuts | + for 


re Vernon plant, he said. 


is get the information out i daughter Sybil D. contracted leuke- 
mn sald Hinsdale is notified Want t2 dos get When our daughter Sy 


to the appropriate state avencies a5 ge mia. 1 asked the doctor up In charge of the he- 


othe : weonta ints. Three of my uncles. And mi y clinic wasn't it a little 
f that by atology clinic in Salt Lake, wasn’t it a 
y20 two Sons : ee rantrol » it more than a coincidence that there should 
tae : Dave Tim be seven cases of leukemia within a hundred 
‘ edt seven cases of leukemia w 
Y i Utah 
¥ Dave Timothy,St.George.Uiah three Aa nora 
me maf ~ e 


Z Blaine Johnson, Cedar City. Utah 
ons to the -» auisdale prepared message that tney're 


aething happens — instead familiar with, and then they relay it 
nt Yankee’s notifying state through the appropriate channels in 
New Hampshire, t * te tate. so that the responsible 
~ notified 


The flashes would come eai 


whenlw hi rly in the morning ‘My father and I were both morticians. and when 
Mutual Aid ir a8 teaching in the ol 


id two-room schook these cancer cases started coming in I had to try, Va., 


idnotitying® NOUS. The children would come in and say, Bar nang DOD ice LO) ety aot Og eke 
pens Mi "rs. Kelsey! Did you see that flash «~~ balming, cancers were so rare. In ‘56 and ‘57 = 
# © thismorning? Did you set all of a sudden they were coming in all the time. 
Viola Kelsey, New Harmontj.iisnh "By 1960 it wasa regular flood. 
x Yactivate tet: viv Elmer Pickett, St. Géorge. Utah ‘officials said. 
2ruel Cover-Up’ Sirs os 
arg (i : s a 


on Job Poisons % 


that 
’s 1980 Augusta pilot notificat 
a ee pen $300 million in: a 
claims have reportedly! 
sainst the companies inyols: 
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Dear Swamp Things: 

Issue 30 got me... scared. | baraly get 
scared while reading Stephen King, but 
Moore sends chills up and down the 
spine. Of course, the art helps add to the 
atmosphere. Bissette and Totleben have 
@ unique style, one that | did not enjoy at 
first but now find quite refreshing. 

One thing that Moore utilizes better 
than most comics writers is the caption. 
Many comics captions contain redun- 
dant or hackneyed information. Moore's 
do not; prose is so important to SWAMP. 
THING, and Moore makes every word 
count. As an aspiring writer, | once 
decided that | would not use any 
Captions in my stories, such as Frank 
Miller did not use any in RONIN. 
However, Moore has shown me a 
different way to approach comics pan- 
els. He has made me rethink my 
methods and | have benefited from that. 

Not too many stories, along with 
artwork, can totally envelop the reader. 
But SWAMP THING does. From nowon, 
when | think of England, | think of the 
Beatles, fog, Judge Dredd, Sherlock 
Holmes, and Alan Moore. 


Mike Mettler 
2709 Caroline Drive 
Homewood, IL 60430 


wanae 


Dear Swamp Things: 

Wanna know what the scariest line in 
THE SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING #30 
was? _ 

"... the Joker's stopped laughing.” 

Why that shouid be so is interesting. 
Clearly, the scene in Arkham Asylum 
was not there just to remind us that 
Swamp Thing exists in the DC Universe. 
Not only is that unnecessary, it could be 
severely damaging to the atmosphere 
that is being built up.Instead, it only adds 
to the atmosphere and heightens the 
tension. 

_ Remember Frank Miller's stint on 
DAREDEVIL? Remember how Frank 
painstakingly built up the aura of gritty 
urban film noir realism (despite the 
ninjas and mystical goings-on towards 
the end)? I'm sure most people felt as | 
did; that nothing would have destroyed 
that faster than @ ratings-boosting 
Quest-ehot by Spider-Man or Howard 
the Duck or, god forbid, the Silver 
Surfer. intellectually, we all knew that 
Daredevil was still the same man who 
had been there st the kickoff of the 
Thanos War, but we all had a gut-level 
feeling that to have something like that 
happen how would be vi vig. 


So too, THE SAGA OF THE SWAMP 
THING. The book has developed an 
atmosphere and an aura all its own. Any 
reminder of the enormous DC Universe 
Swamp Thing supposedly exists in could 
destroy that feeling altogether. So why 
does it work? 

{t works because of the way Alan 
chooses to treat the rest of the DC 


Universe. In almost any other book, we'd- 


be made aware of much, much more 
than we are here. In TSOTST, we know 
no more than do the general public of 
Earth-One. Sure, we know that Super- 
man was rocketed to Earth from etc., 
that secretly disguised as Clark Kent 
etc., but none of that matters here, and 
none of it gets mentioned. The JLA are 
treated as little more than part of the 
scenery (which is no insult, when you 
consider what the rest of the “scenery” 
is like). In effect, for all their familiarity, 
they become @ part of the general 
weirdness of the Swamp Thing’s world. 

This is the whole point. This is how 
and why it works. To the public at large 
on Earth-One, Swamp Thing and Super- 
man are virtually the same thing. One 
may be @ walking talking plant, and the 
other a Man of Steel from a dead alien 
world, but to the man in the street, both 
are something strange, and alien, and 
scary, and we/rd. 

So @ man with chalk-white skin in @ 
padded cell is frightening. And when it’s 
treated as significant that he’s stopped 
laughing {i}, even when we know 
nothing about his uncle’s dog’s 


veterinarian’s brother-in-law, that’s . 


seary/ The familiar, treated in an odd 
and unfamiliar way, is always scary. 

imagine what these guys could do 
with Batman! 


Sincerely, 

Derek Stevenson, 

26 McKenzie Street 
St. Catharines, Ontario 
Canada 

L2M 2N1 


Speaking of Batman, Derek, Steve and 
John are scheduled to do the cover for 
this year’s BATMAN Annual, and as 
with the recent "Rite of Spring" vover, 
Steve will be penciling and John, peint- 
ing. 


Dear Everyone, 

‘One would think thet characters such 
as the Monitor and Swamp Thing are 
incompatible, that the “super” motif of 
tie fuirier would intrude on the 


“horror” setting of the latter. Without 
the Monitor, we would not know the 
magnitude of Arcane’s influence, nor 
the intensity of his repulsiveness, We 
can't be there, so we can’t really 
imagine how horrible the situation truly 
is, only what Alan Moore dares to 
reveal. When even the Monitor can 
hardly bear to watch, only then do we 
get an idea of the horror—and wish we 
didn’t. Whether the story was designed 
with the Monitor in mind, or he was just 
a convenient foil, it’s good that Alan 
didn’t shy from using him, 


David Alan Wright 
39 Howard St. 
New Britain, CT 06051 


As most of you are aware, the Monitor 
+as been popping up all over many. ofthe 
DC books this past year to give readersa 
glimpse of his role in CRISIS ON 
INFINITE EARTHS, the current maxi- 
series sensation by Mary Wolfman and 
George Pérez destined to change the DC 
Universe forever. Alan and Marv have 
worked out plans for Swamp Thing and 
some of the book's supporting 
characters’ involvement in CRISIS—so 
make sure you're on the lookout. 


veeee 


Dear DC, 

There's simply not enough praise that 
can be heaped upon a title so differant 
as SWAMP THING. The creative team 
here, and the fill-in artists that have 
popped in and out the past few issues, 
are simply producing just about comics’ 
finest effort. | mean that sincerely, 
There are many good comics on the 
market |! enjoy, but the heading 
"Sophisticated Suspense” cannot be 
truer in any instance. 

Alan Moore is one of the most 
amazing authors to come into comics, in 
this generation, or any other. He writes 
this book as if it were a novel, and there 
are times when | think I'm reading Poe, 
but flip to the cover, and find SWAMP 
THING. Those first few pages in #31 are 
brilliantly written! Those closing pages 
with Matt trying desperately to revive 
Abby were tremendous also. The entire 
issue, and the last ten or 80 before it, 
were all spectacular! 

But let's not forget that art! This art is 
the most unusual of its type. Berni 
Wrightson, the master of horror, and 
creator of Swamp Thing himself, would 
probably be quite amazed by the gutsy 
realism flashed upon the pages month 
after month hera. Rick Venu div 8 fine 


fillingsin job, but inker John Totieben is 
the guy I really admire. He keeps the look 
of this book eerie each and every time 
he's involved. | can’t wait to see what he 
and Steve Bissette put together in the 
upcoming annual, There's not a thing 
wrong with this book, and if there is, | 
seemed to have missed it. Thank you ... 
very much, 


Mark Waldman 
9639 Amigo Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91324 


The dreaded deadline crunch spares 
virtually no book, Mark, and we've been 
really lucky to have been able to get the 
pingh-hitting services of such pros as 
Shawn, Rick, Ron, and Alfredo when the 
going got tough for Steve and John. And 
if Mr. Totleben didn’t keep the book 
looking ineredibly eerie each month, 
then he wouldn't be living up to the 
German translation of his name—“dead 
lite") 


Dear Karen and Swamp Folks, 

1 come home from work on @ Friday 
evening, No plans, nothing special going 
on. Just fix some dinner, get comfor- 
table, and read the latest batch of 
comics. | prop SWAMP THING #31 in 
front of me. | open to the first page. | 
taise the first spoonful of food to my 
mouth. 

1 stop. 

Twenty-three pages later my dinner is 
cold, but | don't care. I've just had an 
incredible adventure, and | have to say 
something about It. BIG things sre 
happening in this comic, things that the 
creators of other “horror comics” seem 
not to have grasped. They have to do 
with revulsion and fear and ... death. 
What are these BIG things? The /itt/e 
things. "The fine white hairs ... upon 
(Abby's) neck ... upon her arms.” Abby's 
breathless lips on page five, and Ar- 
cane’s delight with his own lies on the 
same page. A tiny fly (or just its legal), @ 
splash of color, 8 gesture ... a silence. 

We have no defenses against these 
little things. We can’t see them coming; 
we don't understand their importance 
until it’s too late, until they‘re too close 
to avoid, Until they touch us... until they 
get /nside us. Sure, the BIG scares are 
the ones we remember; but we 
shouldn't forget that the big scares 
wouldn’t happen without all the /itt/e 
things. Fortunately for us, you haven't 
forgotten. Thanks. 


Randy Stradiey 
Portland, OR. 


Dear Guys, 

When | saw “Sophisticated 
Suspense” printed atthe top of SWAMP. 
THING #31, | wondered, “Is that a 
proclamation or a warning?" | decided it 
‘was both. k's a proclamation because it 
isn’t your average, cliché-ridden horror 


comic, and it’s a warning because | 


_ wouldn't recommend it to the Casper 


the Friendiy Ghost crowd This is scary, 
scary stuff} 

The Gover looked like @ grisly version 
of a child's snow-globe, while | couldn't 
help wincing at the sight of creatures 
bursting free of Matt's body and flies 
streaming out of his mouth! The wounds 
he suffered after Arcane left his body 
looking nasty, too. Likewise, Abby 
looked dead. Not just asleep, but dead. 
Sleeping people usually don’t let the 
snow slowly cover their faces, or let 
their eyes and mouth fall open like hers 
did. 3 

It makes sense that Swampy was able 
to use the earth as 8 weapon against 
Arcane, probably because he’s more 
earth than man, but | can't ignore his 
passionate feelings towards the deaths 
of the Cables. I'm betting he'll be 
successful in his rescue mission to Hell, 
but I'm betting it won't be easy. He may 
have only gained a respite when he sent 
Arcane plummeting back to where he 
came from. 

\'m very excited about the Annual, not 
only because I'm anticipating great story 
and art, but because Swampy’s being 
dela by my four other favorite mystery 
men 


Till then, 
Neil Ahiquist 
Minneapolis, MN 


Of course Swamp Thing is physically 
more Earth than man, Neil, but when 
you think about where his conscience 


* andemotions originally come from, then 


his reactions make all the sense in the 
world, 


sewer 


Dear Editor: 

Having just finished reading “The 
Brimstone Ballet” story in the SAGA OF 
THE SWAMP THING #31, | felt com- 
pelled to write, and to express my 
opinions of this book. 

First off, | am not a longtime reader (! 
have, by my own admission, NOT read 
any of the original SWAMP THING 
comics and | own only two issues of 
SOTST under #30), 

The reason | had not picked up 
SOTST earlier is that | thought “Oh, no, 
not another title like Marvel’s MAN- 
THINGII" (Good riddancel!) | think, too, 
‘the fact that this was a DC title put me 
off the book for a long while, 

Now before you think this is just 
another “I-hate-DC” letter, let me 
assure you that it is not, and then letme 
tell you how | came to buy SOTST. 

| picked up the title because | was 
intrigued by issue #30, Flipping through 
it, |came across the final page of story, 
the page on which a shambling monster 
is seen clutching in his arms the limp 
body of a white-haired girl, while facing 
@ floating, laughing figure. “How... long 
..?” the monster speaks. A tear runs 
from his eye. “How long has sha been 
dead??” 

Powerful stuff. | do not remember DC 
comics being like this when | read them 
as 8 child. Loving dark tales of any sort 
(not mysteries or horror, mind you, but 


tales of the dark side of human nature), | 
shelled out my 95 cents, and returned 
home wondering just what it was I'd 
purchased. 

{ was totally unprepared for what | 
was about to read. Next to recent issues 
of the X-MEN, SOTST #30 did for me 
what few comics ever have. It made me 
stop, made me think. Alan Moore, you 
are indeed @ gifted writer (please 
consider writing a book of illustrated 
poetry ... pleasell). Your work flows in 
dark rivers across each page. Every 
word complements the next, and I'm 
certain your vocabulary has sent more 
than a few less-versed readers scrambl- 
ing for dictionaries. The art, too, 
deserves some mention. it was quite 
simply outstanding, dusky and 
foreboding as it was. 

SOTST #31 was everything | could 
have hoped for ... and more. Arcane is 
indeed a formidable foe, as well as ar 
important contrast to the monster Dr 
Holland has become (how—i'm not 
certain, yet rest assured | am currently 
purauing the purchase of back issues). 
Arcane, master of evil, damnable fiend 
from beyond, Never before has evil been 
$0 REALISTICALLY portrayed in comics. 
Usually, the “villain” is naught but a 
super-costumed buffoon out to conquer 
the world with some futile plan doomed 
to failure from its inception. Not so 
Arcane, | half-expected the power to go 
out, and for snow to start falling outside 
my window as | read this gripping tale. 

The death of Arcane was also of 
particular interest. Man versus Hell's 
beckoning. Wonderful stuff. 

As of issue #31, you have gained one 
more reader (I'll stay as long as Alan 
does, parhaps longer, we'll have to wait 
and see). 

Now, at least one of the ten or so 
comics | purchase each month fs 
published by DC 

Thank you 


Sincerly, 

Neil Jones 
Stouffville, Ontario, 
Canada 


Glad to have you aboard, Neil, andif you 
think the Arcane trilogy was powerful 
stuff, after you've read next month's 
“Growth Patterns” —the prelude to “An 
American Gothic"—you're never going 
to be able to look at a house plant in the 
same way again, 


Our time's out for this month, people, 80 
until next issue, take care—Karen 


GO, GO, GO... WITH CAPTAIN “O” 
PICK YOUR PRIZE from Olympic's FREE full- 
color Prize Catalog! OR KEEP CASH — $1.00 for 
every item sold! It's easy to earn PRIZES or 
CASH by selling Ail-Occasion Cards, Per- 
sonalized Stationery and Gifts from Olympic’s 
FREE 1985 Sales Booklet! 

Show your Sales Booklet to friends, relatives, 
neighbors. Anyone’s a prospect! With Olympic, 


1. CASIO. CHRONO 
ALARM WATCH 


MAGIC. 
STICKERS SET 
Sell 9 items / 
So KODAMATIC 
“PART YSTAR™ 
CAMERA 
Sell 20 ttems 


AGTION WALLETS Sell 19 Items 
Sell 10 Items 


WITH 


VIDEO GAM 
CARTRIDGES FOR'ATARI 
Sell 25 tems 


JORDACHE FROG PHONE 3 soUNr 


you pay nothing... owe nothing return 
nothing! You get full membership information 
and all sales material FREE! 

SO DON'T WAIT! Call our Captain “O” oper- 
ator TOLL FREE now, or mail us your name, ad- 
Gress and zip code TODAY! 


OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 
Dept. 85NC2 Enfield, CT 06082 


MORSE CO! 
Sell 19 items 


S SWINGING DOL 
Sell 9 tems. 


SBE = 
SENIOR CHEMISTRY LAB 
Sell 18 Items 


i 
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‘Sell 90 Items LED DIGITAL CLock RADIO 
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ie 
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CHANGEABLE ROSOT 
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CABBAG! 


Se A a BUT ATORICHFONO. 
Mies ’ ~ 
BS se\ ALARM WATCH oe 
Fee | CORDS 


Sell 11 tems ‘Garares 


TRIVIAL PURSUIT GAME 


Sell 25 items Sell 10. {tems 


PANASONIC. 
PORTABLE TV. 
Sell 68 Items’ 


CARD. GAME 
Sell 7 items ¥ 


XCMCTO DELUXE KNIFE CHEST 
Sell 10 tems 
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HEADHUGGER 
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FASHION . KODAK ’STYLELITE” 
GOSMETICS POCKET CAMERA OUTEIT 
Sell 20‘tems  NOMADDAY PACK 


Sell 17. Items. 
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CALL CAPTAIN “O” OPERATOR TOLL vie 


1+-800-S 


(In: Arizona: 1-800-352-0458) 


% Service available in 48 24 HOURS A DAY... 


United States and Puerto 
Rico. Alaska and Hawaii 
please reply by mail. 


7 DAYS A WEEK, including Sunday 


HOUSEHOLD "OR 
BATTERY CHARGER 
Sell 14 tems. 


NSC SOLAR-POWERED 
Borer ‘CALCULATOR 


‘CAMERA QUTRI 
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LATCH HOOK kIT 
Sell 8 Items 


BACKPACKERS 


PLUSH TOY 
4 Sell 13 Items 


Deb 


She or another 
CAPTAIN “O” 
operator is waiting 
to rush your name, 
address and ZIP 
CODE to us. 


*® PLEASE. . operators can take 
name and address only... 


CANNOT answer 
questions. 


Dear Dad, 

I know...] know...it's been a long 
time since I last wrote home. Matter of 
fact, it's been so long that I think Mom 
isn’t talking to me. So I'm writing to 
you because I've got to tell someone 
what's happening here at DC! 

As you can tell, we've been busier 
than ever around here (this is the very 
first chance I've had to take pen in 
hand since my return from the Dallas 
Fantasy Festival... really!), but things 
are looking up for 1985. We'vealready 
gotten the SOth Anniversary 
Celebration off to a good start, and 
with most of our regular titles on track 
(for today, anyway), Ican see a speck of 
light at the end of the tunnel. 

Hey, I've just finished “starring” 
(along with everyone else up here) in 
our newest promotional video. We all 
got to be “on screen” and talk about 
our pet projects for the year. It was sort 
of like a party with a 50th anniversary 
cake and all. The video will be shown 
in many comic shops around the 
country. Should be a lot of fun. 

Anyway, since most of the strategic 
planning is out of the way, I'll be 
spending more time at home ... 
relaxing a bit, doing things like 
finishing JONNI THUNDER A.K.A. 
THUNDERBOLT, and inking CRISIS 
ON INFINITE EARTHS. ‘Course, I'll 
also have time to visit with you and 
Mom. Tell Mom that. 

Lately, I've been able to watch more 
TV than I have in many a moon. One of 
the mini-series I never got to watch the 
first time around was V and its sequel, 
V—The Final Battle. (I “caught up” 
recently when Len Wein loaned me his 
video tapes of both series.) Now I'm 
watching the weekly series on NBC 
and I must admit I'm enjoying it. Ican 


ON SALE WEEK 


CHECK 


OF FEBRUARY 21 


List 


O Saga of the SwampThing 36: Lying 
near death, Swamp Thing witnesses a 
maniac haunt the swamp! 


understand now why Marv Wolfman 
came into my office after the second 
mini-series concluded and threatened 
to blow up my office if we didn’t get the 
tights to do V as a comic book. Of 
course, I didn’t take Marv’s threat 
seriously, since he did the same thing 
when Star Trek Il came out and the 
result was what many say is the best 
Star Trek comic done to date. So, we 
got the license for V and set about to 
create a comic adaptation that would 
parallel events in the series, be true to 
the concept of the TV shows, while 
always remembering that when you 
adapt a concept that was created for 
film to the comic format, the end result 
must be something that works as a 
comic book. 

You know something? It worked! 
And DC is getting a rep for knowing 
how to do adaptations well. 

I'm really happy with the way editor 
Marv Wolfman, writer Cary Bates, and 
artists Carmine Infantino and Tony 
DeZuniga have turned television 
excitement into comics excellence. 

I find the comic to be just as exciting 
as the series and I guess the producers 
agree. The day they received copies of 
the first issue they called us to say how 
much they loved the comic. And tocap 
it off, Faye Grant, the attractive leading 
lady on V, sent us a personal note 
agreeing with Blatt-Singer 
Productions. What a nice feeling. 

V, like Star Trek, works because of 
the commitment made by the creative 
team working on it. Adaptations of 
television series and movies have been 
a staple of the comics industry for 
years, but few truly live up to the 
source material, Partly, I think, that's 
been because the company buys the 
license and then turns out a product 


without any creative fire ... maybe 
because the creative team didn’t care 
all that much. 

With these projects, the first 
adaptations DC has done since I took 
on the job of Executive Editor, I have 
made sure that our creative teams 
really want to do these stories. Many of 
the creators of Star Trek have worked 
on the property elsewhere, but the 
results were never as strong as 
when they were given the freedom and 
encouragement here. Mike Barr is 
certainly having the time of his life 
writing Star Trek, and Vis just as 
creatively satisfying to Cary Bates, a 
closet screen scenarist. 

We've been approached in the past 
about adapting this movie or that book 
and we've been very choosy. The key 
element in the formula must be 
commitment, otherwise the project 
isn’t worth doing. If you don't have the 
proper creative team or enough time, it 
simply won't work. 

I'm sure Marv isn’t the only editor 
willing to take chances with material 
from other sources, but he certainly 
knows how to make it all come 
together. Watching him work with 
Mike and Tom Sutton or Cary and 
Carmine Infantino proves he has a 
keen grasp of how to translate the 
properties into good, solid comics. 

The idea of doing adaptations has 
always been a gamble, but this time 
I'm glad we took the chance. These are 
two top-selling comics that I'm proud 
to have as part of DC’s line. 

In fact, everyone else seems to agree 
with me because many people have 
been volunteering to contribute stories 
or artwork. For example, next summer 
we'll present a special issue of STAR 
TREK, written by one of the actors, 
Walter Koenig, and illustrated by our 
old friend Dan Spiegle. Plus, Mike W. 
has just turned in the plot to the first 
STAR TREK ANNUAL, and we have 
several artists to pick from. For V, Tod 
Smith has just completed penciling the 
first of a two-part story, and it looks 
really terrific. Also, Paul Kupperberg 
and Denys Cowan expressed interest 
in the series, so they went off and came 
back with a good two-part tale that 
we'll be presenting later this year. 

As tough as my job gets sometimes, it 
makes me really happy to see such 
enthusiasm and commitment for good 
ideas. Isuppose that's why I stay in this 
crazy business. 

Otherwise, life is fine. Hopefully, I 
will get to see you before too long 

Thank You and Good Afternoon. 


Dick 


O Batman and the Outsiders 21: Geo- 

Force, Katana, and Black Lightning in 

three solo stories! 

O Green Lantern 188: Joe Staton and 

Steve Englehart begin a new direction 

for the Emerald Gladiator! 

OD Sgt. Rock 400: A special 

anniversary tale with the men of Easy 
‘0.! 

O Warlord 93: Vashek assassins 

converge on Morgan’s secret lair! 

O Blue Devil 12: Shockwave intends 

to make the premiere of Blue Devil—the 

Movie a disaster! 


O Conqueror of the Barren Earth 4: A 
shocking and unexpected conclusion! 
O Who's Who 3:From Black Lightning 
to Byth, with art by Kirby, Pérez, Kane, 
Patton, and others! 

O G.I. Combat 277: The Haunted 
Tank! The Bravos of Vietnam! 

O Infinity, Inc. 14: The Infinitors are 
back in Hollywood, but so is The 
Thorn! 

O New Teen Titans 8:The Titans find 
the original Greek Titans, but what is 
their connection to Lilith and Azrael? 
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12 WAYS TO FIGHT ACNE 
WITH ONE SINGLE DROP. 


© ACNE 12-Nothing works faster to clear 
up your pimples, * Unclogs pores to 
clear acne. ® Kills bacteria on the surface 
and in pores. ¢ Dries up acne pimples. 
* Allows skin to heal. * Reduces 
blackheads. * Dries up excess oil. 
* Gives you better skin. 


* Penetrates pores quickly to help 
clear up acne below the skin's surface. 
* Helps prevent new pimples from 
forming. * Fights acne with benzoyl 
peroxide, there’s nothing more 
effective. * With benzoyl peroxide, 

it’s clinically proven. 


